
N5 FASHION & TEXTILE TECHNOLOGY ESSENTIAL INFORMATION 

Which topics are covered at N5? 
 
Practical Skills (Practical Activity) 

• How to set up and use equipment safely.  

• Developing hand sewing techniques.  

• Developing machine sewing techniques. 

• Garment & Accessory construction skills.  

• Using paper patterns to create a variety of items. 
 
Design Skills (Written Assignment)  

• Understanding a brief 

• Carrying out research into key themes 

• Producing a fashion/textile solution from research 

• Evaluating the fashion/textile solution 
 
Knowledge (Exam)  
Explaining and evaluating.  

• Properties & characteristics of textiles 

• Application/use of textiles.  

• Construction techniques. 

• The use of paper patterns.  

• Factors affecting consumer fashion/textile choices. 

• Fashion trends. 
 

What apps & websites can I use to support my learning? 
 

• SQA NATIONAL 5 FASHION & TEXTILES   

• https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/56939.html 

• N5 Fashion & Textiles – Practical Skills Videos  
https://www.understandingstandards.org.uk/Subjects/Fashion
andTextiles/National5/PracticalSkills/Introduction 

• CLICKVIEW Search FASHION 

• https://online.clickview.co.uk/search?query=fashion 

• CLICKVIEW search TEXTILES 
https://online.clickview.co.uk/search?query=textiles 

• CLICKVIEW Search SEWING BEE 

• https://online.clickview.co.uk/search?query=sewing%20b
ee 

• GOOGLE Search Sewing Tutorials & Techniques 

• You TUBE Sewing Tutorials & Techniques 

 
Are there important dates of which I should I be aware? 

Written Assignment 25th Oct 24 – 21st Feb 25 

Assessment 10th Dec 24 

Review of Written Assignment 13th dec 

Practical Assignment (bag) 29th Oct - 7th Mar 25 

Practical Booklet & Flyleaf signed 14th Mar 25 

SQA EXAM TBC 

How is the course Assessed? Marks  Scaled Marks  Duration  

Question Paper 30 30 
 

1 hour  

Written Assignment  40 35 
 

See course spec - assessment section 
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_cc
c/n5-course-spec-fashion-textile-
technology.pdf 

Practical Assignment  45 35 

 
Where can I find information on assignments & exam?  

• Understanding Standards section on the SQA website 
allows you to search the subject and level you are 
studying. 

https://www.understandingstandards.org.uk/Subjects/Fa
shionandTextiles 
 
 

 
What else can I do to improve? 

• Use the apps and websites above. 

• Use the past papers and time yourself writing a hand 
written response. 

• Regularly check your private channel for next steps based 
on your learning conversations and ensure you complete 
these. 

 
Where do I find the past papers? 

• You will find past papers on the SQA site. For model 
answers download copies of the marking instructions 
for each past paper. These show examples of 
candidate responses so that they can see how marks 
are awarded. (exam 30%). 

https://www.sqa.org.uk/pastpapers/findpastpaper.htm?s
ubject=Fashion+and+Textile+Technology&level=N5 
 

 
How do I ensure that I achieve my best? 

• Keep up-to-date with deadlines.  

• Give yourself lots of time to prepare for the written exam. 
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