
How to Pass
English Faculty



Changes to Coursework – Folio Week

Monday 27th to Friday 31th October, in class time



National 5 English 

Coursework Folio of Writing (1000 
words)

30%

Exam Paper 1 
(1hr)

Reading for 
Understanding, 
Analysis and Evaluation 

30%

Exam Paper 2 
(1hr 30mins)

Critical Reading
Scottish Set Text
Critical Essay

40%



Higher English

Coursework Folio of Writing (1300 words) 30%

Exam Paper 1 
(1hr 30mins)

Reading for Understanding, 
Analysis and Evaluation 

30%

Exam Paper 2 
(1hr 45mins) NEW

Critical Reading
Scottish Set Text
Critical Essay

40%



National 5 and Higher comparison

Course Element National 5 Higher

Folio 1000-word limit, due early March 1300-word limit, due at Easter hols.

RUAE 1 passage, 1 hour 2 passages, 1 hour 30

Critical Reading Set text – 8-mark Q, marks for quoting, 
choice of 2 very broad questions for 
critical essay

Set text, 10-mark Q, no marks for 
quoting, choice of 3 very specific 
questions for critical essay. 15 mins extra 
– new for 2026



CONTENT

STYLE

Folio Advice



RUAE

❑This is by far the most challenging aspect of 
both National 5 and Higher, due to candidates 
being presented with an unseen text in the 
exam

❑National average mark for this aspect of the 
course sits at just over 50% (paper 2 is 67%)

❑Key to success at RUAE is practise with past 
papers

❑Also understanding different question types and 
how to approach them

❑Additional resources on school website to help







• Know your texts well – re-read/watch any longer texts and ensure you have 
detailed notes about aspects such as plot, characterisation, setting, theme 
etc.

• Spend time with past papers and look for patterns recurring with essay 
questions and 8-mark/10-mark questions to help you prepare.

• Produce mind-maps of commonalities and consider which quotes (textual 
evidence) you will need to support different questions.

• In learning quotes for paper 2, try to learn quotes which are multi-purpose – 
can be used as evidence for more than one commonality or aspect of essay.

• For critical essay prep, writing out lots of essays is inefficient, but you should 
practise planning.

• Practise with RUAE past papers and revise recommended analysis structures.

Tips for Successful Revision



Learning Quotes

❑Study Cards

❑Quizlet

❑Post-it Notes 

❑Padlet



Set text prep



❑SQA Understanding Standards

❑SQA Past papers and MIs

❑BBC Bitesize for Set Texts

Useful sites



Past Papers

• SQA website – 2022 onwards available

• Other papers available through teachers/Teams pages

• Higher English copyright issues

• Set Text changes – no past papers for new poems



• N5 English – Wednesdays After School, Miss Hogg
• Higher English – Currently invite-only, to be 

reviewed after October assessment, with me

Study Support



Support with Texts/Reading List

• Combination of texts studied depends on 
class/teacher

• Resources will be text dependent and provided by 
class teacher via Teams

• Online resources also available – Bitesize for Set Text 
+ Scottish Poetry Library

• Ask your child to show you what’s in Teams/OneNote
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