
HIGHER ART & DESIGN ESSENTIAL INFORMATION 

 

What resources do I need? 
Resources from lessons Teams) 

• Your child has a class Teams page. Each Teams has a general 

page with a files section. The Files are named according to 

different aspects of the course such as Expressive Folio, 

Design folio, Written work etc. Resources used for the 

course are available here.  

• How does my child know what their next steps in learning 

are? Each child has their own Private Channel. This is where 

they upload their folio work and where their learning 

conversations take place with their teacher. Individual 

feedback is given on a regular basis with next steps in 

learning.  

• My child lacks confidence and doesn’t like asking for help, 

is there a way they can communicate with their teacher, 

without being in class? If your child is unsure about 

anything or are worried about meeting a deadline, they can 

message their teacher privately on their private Teams. 

What apps and websites can I use to support my 
learning? 
The Art Story: Visual Art Movements, Artists, Ideas and 
Topics 

Google Arts & Culture 

https://scholar.hw.ac.uk/courses/  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/levels/z6gw2hv  
https://www.sqa.org.uk/pastpapers/findpastpaper.htm 

 

Are there important dates of which I should I be aware? 
1. Higher Art Assessment -Written Question paper 

January  See assessment arrangements calendar 
for specific class dates. 

2. Week starting 2nd February.  Submit x1 
Mounted Folio with Evaluation to your teacher.  

3. Final Deadline submission of 2nd folio with 
evaluation, Week of March 16th 2026. 

 

How is the course assessed? 

Expressive Folio- 100 marks 
 

Worth 38.5% of the final mark, externally assessed by SQA 

Design Folio- 100 marks 
 

Worth 38.5% of the final mark, externally assessed by SQA 

Written Exam- 60 marks 
 
 

2 hour exam-Worth 23% of the final Mark, externally assessed by SQA 

• Where can I find more information about the 
assessment of folio and written exam? Understanding 
Standards section on the SQA website allows you to 
search the subject and level you are studying. There you 
will see visual examples of course work so that you can 
see what different levels look like within a level. Such as 
an A Expressive folio at Nat 5 level Art. Or a level C 
Design folio at N5. 

• SQA - Understanding Standards: Expressive 
portfolio 

SQA - Understanding Standards: Art and Design 

 

What else can I do to improve? 
Use the apps and websites above 
Use the past papers and time yourself writing a hand 
written response. 
This video reminds you of how to respond to the Unseen 
Expressive question. 
https://youtu.be/d9oNFRIPlSg?si=UB31w-vE2GWYOlS6 
Regularly check your private channel for next steps 
based on your learning conversations and ensure you 
complete these.  

Where do I find the past papers? 

• You will find past papers back to 2018 on the SQA site. 
For model answers download copies of the marking 
instructions for each past paper. They are next to the 
past papers on the SQA website. These show examples 
of candidate responses so that they can see how marks 
are awarded. (written element worth 23%) 

https://www.sqa.org.uk/pastpapers/findpastpaper.htm 

 

How do I ensure that I achieve my best? 

• Keep up-to-date with deadlines. Students have a 
Timeline posted on their general Teams page 
this can be referred to at any point. It includes 
review dates, drafts of written work and Folio 
submission deadlines.  

• Give yourself lots of time to prepare for the 
written exam and ensure that your Expressive & 
Design templates are completed to allow you to 
revise from these. 

Where do I find more information about the course? 
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/45669.html 
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