
N5 MODERN LANGUAGES ESSENTIAL INFORMATION 
Which topics are covered at N5? 

Context Theme 

Society Friends & Family 

Lifestyle 

Media 

Global Languages 

Citizenship 

Learning Learning in Context 

Education 

Employability Jobs 

Work and CVs 

Culture Planning a trip 

Other countries 

Celebrating a special event 

Literature of another country 

Film and Television 
 

What apps and websites can I use to support my learning? 
www.linguascope.com (vocabulary) 
www.languagenut.com (vocabaulary, grammar, listening) 
www.languagesonline.org.uk (grammar and vocabulary) 
https://scholar.hw.ac.uk/courses/ (reading and listening) 
https://www.brightredbooks.net/n5 (reading and listening) 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/levels/z6gw2hv  
https://www.sqa.org.uk/pastpapers/findpastpaper.htm 
https://letsachieve.co.uk/ (general revision) 
Duolingo 
Are there important dates of which I should I be aware? 
Sept/Oct – Assessment 1, reading and listening assessment 
Early Nov - Writing Assignment (12.5% of final grade) 
Dec – Assessment 2, Reading and Listening assessment 
Jan/Feb – French Final Speaking (25% of final grade) 
March – Spanish Final Speaking (25% of final grade)  
May – Final exam 

How is the course assessed? 
COMPONENT DETAILS LENGTH MARKS SCALED % 

FINAL EXAM: 
Reading & writing 

READING - 3 texts of equal length and 
demand 
Dictionary permitted 

1 hour 30 30 25% 

WRITING - Candidates must produce a letter 
of application using the 6 bullet points that 
follow (the first 4 are generic, the last 2 
specific to the advert). 

30 minutes 20 
 

15 
 

12.5% 

FINAL EXAM: Listening One monologue and one conversation. 
 

20 minutes 20 30 25% 

IN SCHOOL: 
Writing Assignment (Nov) 

Writing Assignment  Over a few lessons 20 15 12.5% 

IN SCHOOL: 
Speaking Exam (Feb) 

Presentation and follow-on conversation in 
the MFL  

Presentation 1 – 2 
mins 

Conversation 5-6 mins 

10 
20 

10 
20 

25% 

 
 
What resources do I need? 
Vocabulary booklets (hard copy given) 
Resources from lessons (One Note and Teams) 
Dictionary (you have been given a dictionary for the 
academic year - to returned after the final exam).  
Login details to essential websites (above) 

What else can I do to improve? 
Go over vocabulary and grammar (S1-S4 regularly) 
Read and listen to MFL as much as possible (playlists, TV 
programmes/films/current affairs etc) 
Go over work covered in class 
Watch MFL films/programmes 
Practise speaking (reading transcripts aloud) 
Practise using your dictionary for classwork and homework 
Use the apps and websites above 
Use the past papers listening files as dictations, gap-fills, 
translation tasks 
 

Where can I find more information about the writing exam 
and assignment? 
The SQA Understanding Standards provides exemplars and 
grades awarded. 
https://www.understandingstandards.org.uk/ 
 

Where do I find the past papers? 
These are on One Note but you will also find past papers on 
the SQA site. 
https://www.sqa.org.uk/pastpapers/findpastpaper.htm 
 

How do I ensure top marks? 
Set yourself an aspirational target grade and detail exactly 
what you’re going to do to achieve this and keep referring to 
this 
Keep up-to-date with your homework 
Give yourself lots of time to prepare for the speaking exam 
Work consistently throughout the year 

Where do I find more information about the course? 
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/45669.html 
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