
N5 PRACTICAL WOOD WORK ESSENTIAL INFORMATION 
 

Which topics are covered at N5? 

Measuring and marking out  

Reading and interpreting drawings and documents 

Materials  

Bench work 

Cramping 

Flat Frame Jointing Techniques 

Carcase jointing techniques  

Mechanical fixings and adhesives 

Use and maintenance of machine and power tools 

Surface preparation and finishing  

Care and maintenance of tools and machinery, and safe working 
practices 

Sustainability and recycling 

Safe working practices 
 

What apps and websites can I use to support my learning? 

https://achieve.hashtag-learning.co.uk/ 
https://www.brightredpublishing.co.uk/shop/design-
and-manufacture  
https://www.sqa.org.uk/pastpapers/findpastpaper.htm 
https://www.technologystudent.com/ 
https://www.designclass.co.uk/ 

Are there important dates of which I should I be aware? 
Oct – Moderation period 1  
Dec – Moderation period 2  
Jan - March – Final project (70%) 

How is the course assessed? 

COMPONENT DETAILS LENGTH MARKS SCALED % 

Practical Activity/log 
book/case study 

Students will manufacture a product set by 
the SQA 

January – April in class 
time 

70 70 70% 

 
 

What resources do I need? 
Resources from lessons (Teams) 
Login details to Achieve Website  

What else can I do to improve? 
Read through Teams resources. 
Go over theory work covered in class. 
Use Achieve Website 
 

Where can I find more information about the writing exam and 
assignment? 
The SQA Understanding Standards provides exemplars and grades 
awarded. 
https://www.understandingstandards.org.uk/ 
 

Where do I find the past papers? 
SQA - NQ - Past papers and marking instructions 

How do I ensure top marks? 
Set yourself an aspirational target grade and detail exactly 
what you’re going to do to achieve this and keep referring to 
this 
Keep focused during the practical assessment.  
Work consistently throughout the year 

Where do I find more information about the course? 
https://www.sqa.org.uk/files_ccc/PracticalWoodworkingCourseSpecN5.pdf 
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