
N4/5 Drama - ESSENTIAL INFORMATION 

 

Which Skills, Knowledge & Understanding are assessed? 
 

 response to stimuli, including text, to create drama  

 developing meta skills for life and world of work. 

 working with others to share and use drama ideas.  

 developing awareness of social and cultural influences 
when creating drama.  

 exploring drama form, structure, genre, and style  

 gaining knowledge and understanding of a range of 
production skills  

 using a range of drama and production skills when 
presenting  

 using evaluative skills within the creative process 

What apps and websites can I use to support my learning? 
 
Class Teams / OneNote – All revision Documents shared here.  
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/47390.html 
https://www.understandingstandards.org.uk/Subjects/Drama/Natio
nal5/QuestionPaper 
 

Are there important dates of which I should I be aware? 
October – Formal Assessment 1 
December – Formal FAB Written Paper & Practical Performance 
March: Informal Assessment ‘Dress rehearsal’ 
 
March/April – FINAL Performance SQA Practical Assessment 
May – SQA Drama Written Paper 

How is the course assessed? 

COMPONENT DETAILS LENGTH MARKS SCALED % 

N5 Performance: 

Acting Role 

Performing Acting extract from a published play with 

Preparation for Performance (400 words - 10 marks) 

10- 20 mins 

(2-4 actors) 

60 60 60 

N5 Performance: 

Production Design 

Role 

Set, Props, Lighting, Sound, Costume, Make Up/ Hair 

applied to an extract  with Preparation for Performance 

(400 words - 10 marks) 

Pre-Show 

Checks + 10 

Minute 

Performance 

60 60 60 

N5 Question Paper Evaluation of Practical Exam Performance  
Responding to stimulus through K & U Questions 

1 Hour 30 

mins 

60 40 40 

N4 Added Value  Create & present a performance in an acting or production 
role. Demonstrate preparation and reflection on the role. 

 P/F   

N4 Production 

Skills Unit 

Use two production skills to enhance Drama in 
performance. Reflect on own and others work. 

 P/F   

N4 Drama Skills 

Unit 

Create, present and evaluate a piece of Drama from stimuli. Various P/F   

 

What resources do I need? 
Study Resources are all shared in 
OneNote/Teams/Assignments. Everything required for 
study will be shared here by your teacher.  
 

What else can I do to improve? 
✓ Read the WHOLE play, not just the scenes you are acting in. 
✓ Commit to regular rehearsal with your group, after school. 
✓ Develop your understanding of performance / design concepts. 
✓ Do full research into the context and past productions of the plays 

you are performing from. 
✓ Learn lines effectively – practice at home with ‘read-in’ help. 
✓ Draft your Preparation for Performance in good time to make 

improvements 
✓ Evaluate your own and others’ performances, both in rehearsal 

process and the final performance. 
✓ Attend Supported Study Regularly. 
✓ Learn and apply Dramatic Terminology.  

Where can I find more information about the Course 
Assessment Components? 
SQA Understanding Standards provides exemplars and 
grades awarded. 
https://www.understandingstandards.org.uk/Subjects/Dr
ama/National5/QuestionPaper 
 

Where do I find the past papers? 
These are on One-Note but you will also find past papers 
on the SQA site. 
https://www.sqa.org.uk/pastpapers/findpastpaper.htm 
 

How do I ensure top marks? 
✓ Complete ALL homework and independent study tasks by the 

deadline. 
✓ Revise and use dramatic terminology to support all written 

homework, classwork & revision tasks. 
✓ Use the Marking Instructions provided with Past Papers to support 

your thinking and support your practice answers. 
✓ Listen to all teacher feedback and re-try homework tasks to 

improve your grades. Practice makes perfect! 

Where do I find more information about the course? 
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/n5-course-spec-
drama.pdf 
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