Parent Council – Chairperson’s Report
I’ve enjoyed the challenge of taking on the role as Chair of the Royal High School Parent Council during the 2024/2025 session. It has been a privilege to do this and I’m grateful for the support of the fellow Parent Council members, RHS staff, pupils and former pupil representatives who I’ve worked with throughout the year. I would also like to thank the Headteacher, Pauline Walker and Acting Head Teacher, Steven Raeburn for their positive and supportive approach to parent and carer engagement, ensuring that all relevant issues are discussed and where appropriate resolved. Each of the five meetings of the Parent Council which took place over session 2024/2025 were set up to be as accessible as possible for all. Agendas were set in advance with parents and carers invited to contribute topics of particular interest or concern.  Areas of discussion included: 

Bullying
Bullying at RHS was discussed during the first term ensuring that it remains a priority, and parents/carers understand the school’s approach to dealing with such matters. 

School uniform
Engaged with uniform manufacturers regarding the quality of school uniform. Manufacturers have committed to improvements. 
 
Road Safety 
The Parent Council engaged with our local councillor on reduced speed limits in the vicinity of the school.  We anticipate an update on this issue over the summer break.  

The Parent Council is also actively engaged with the road safety community groups on potential plans for improvements in Cramond, Barnton and Davidsons Mains and will continue to work with these groups to help improve the road safety in the area.
  
Vaping
Teenage vaping has been on the rise across Scotland and at RHS the Parent Council continue to be concerned about this issue. Together with the school leadership, we were pleased to work in collaboration with local government officials to address the advertising and selling of single use vapes to young people in our community.  
  
Tracking Reports
The school has received feedback from the parent community regarding the complexity and accessibility of the tracking reports.  Steps have been taken to improve user experience, recognising that the issue is not specific to the Royal High School.  

Validated Self Evaluation 
Parent Council members contributed to the Validated Self Evaluation forum.  This is to evaluate progress in the school since the December 2022 inspection.

Interview Contribution
The Parent Council have played a key role in the interviews for senior members of staff throughout the school year.  

Litter
Following feedback from local residents, the Parent Council have ensured that bins are available around the school premises.   

Toilets
The Parent Council have raised concerns around the availability and cleanliness of the school toilets and have proactively engaged with AMEY to find solutions. This is an ongoing issue that will continue to be a priority for session 2025/2026.

Edinburgh City School Budgets
The Parent Council have written to local government officials explaining the need for budget levels, at worst, to be maintained.  
 
Summary 
The Parent Council is set up to be a place for parent and carers views to be heard. The Parent Council and the school have worked closely and positively in partnership throughout the year and look forward to doing so during the 2025/2026 school session. 

Philippa Gray, Chair of Royal High School Parent Council, June 2025

