Royal High School Parent Council – Chairperson’s Report 2023/24 Session

After 5 years of chairing the Parent Council, it is time for me to stand down and hand over the reigns to new leadership. This year’s AGM will be my last meeting in the chair and it has been a privilege to have done this role for so long. I am very grateful for all the support I have received over this period and would like to thank all the parent council members, staff, pupils and former pupil representatives that I have had the pleasure of working with throughout my time as chair. I would also like to thank the Headteacher, Pauline Walker, for her proactive and positive approach to parent and carer engagement, ensuring that all topics of concern are always fully discussed and the parent voice is always heard.  

The Parent Council, the main voice for parents and carers within the Royal High School Community, met in hybrid format (combining in person and online participation) throughout the session. This format allowed both wider access to meetings and gave busy parents and carers the flexibility to join meetings they otherwise might not be able too. This year there were 7 scheduled meetings in total which were advertised across all available platforms and parents and carers continued to raise issues and questions via the Parent Council email inbox. 

I now turn to some of the key issues that were dealt with during the year. 

The Royal High School Foundation SCIO
In 2023 it was proposed to the Parent Council, that a new charity be established to become the focus for fundraising in the run up to the school’s 900th anniversary. Working with the school and the Former Pupils Club, The Royal High School Foundation SCIO has now been established and the final administrative workstreams are underway, with a hard launch of the Foundation anticipated in June 2024. 

This exciting new venture will seek voluntary, regular and one-off donations from former pupils, parents and friends of the school to help fund the many school activities that currently do not get funding from the Scottish Government and Edinburgh City Council. The activities of the Parent Fundraising Group will fall under the Foundation and the Foundation will also provide volunteering opportunities within the school community. 

Any parents or carers with fundraising experience or interest are encouraged to reach out to the Foundation Trustees, through the Head Teacher. 

Bullying
Bullying continues to be a blight across schools in Scotland and following the covid lockdowns there was a clear upturn in reported incidents. Violence in schools is now on the national agenda and we await a clear action plan from the Scottish Government on that. Bullying at RHS was discussed during the first term and the school highlighted that it continues to work with a range of partners to address bullying and has made a number of interventions to support those affected by it. The combination of interventions and education about the impact of bullying was welcomed by the Parent Council. 



Road Safety
Road Safety has been a key focus for the Parent Council throughout this academic year. At the start of the year the upgrade to the Clermiston junction crossing on Queensferry Road was complete, which has helped the flow of pupils at this busy junction. Lighting and improvements to the pathways through Davidson Mains Park and the route to Barnton have also been completed following many years of Parent Council lobbying. 

Following the tragic death of a Cramond Primary pupil this year and an accident involving  a Davidsons Mains Primary pupil the focus has now turned to wider pedestrian and active travel improvements in the RHS catchment. The Parent Council is actively engaged with the City Council and feeder primary schools on potential plans for improvements in Cramond, Barnton and Davidsons Mains and will work with community groups to help improve the road safety in the area. 

School Extension
The school’s roll has been forecast to increase over the next decade and fortunately this academic year has seen work start on the new school extension, which will be operational from August 2024. This has been a great success for the Parent Council who worked with the school to lobby the City Council for this enhancement to the school estate. 

Vaping 
Teenage vaping has been on the rise across Scotland and at RHS the Parent Council were very concerned about the impact vaping was having on health and antisocial behaviour at the school, particularly in the toilet areas. The school has been very proactive in dealing with vaping, with regular teacher patrols and the installation of new vape alarms, which made the national news. In addition, the school has also been educating pupils about the potential harms of vaping, which some recent studies have suggested is as bad or potentially worse than cigarettes for young people. 

Mobile Phone Policy
The school has always had a strict mobile phone policy. With the use of ipads in class rooms there is no educational need for phones and they do cause a distraction in class. This year, the Parent Council heard that the school was taking a stricter enforcement approach, which was broadly supported by parents and carers. Teachers have shared with the Parent Council that the enforcement policy has improved behaviours in class and helped ensure that more time is focused on teaching and learning.  

Parent Night Booking System
There were a number of issues with the parent night booking system, which is an outsourced system outside of the school’s control. The Parent Council has ensured that issues regarding the system were raised with the City Council and efforts are being made to ensure that fewer issues arise in the next academic year. 



To Conclude
The Parent Council is a safe place for parents and carers to raise issues and concerns and the points summarised above are a significant but incomplete reflection of the issues that parents raised with the school during this academic year. 

The Parent Council and the school have worked closely in partnership throughout my time as chair and that working relationship is in extremely good health and I wish my successor and the Parent Council well next year. 
