RHS Maths BGE Information Evening
Parent Questions & Answers
Following our online Teams information session
	Question
	Answer

	Session & Recordings

	Is this session being recorded so I can watch it again?
	Yes — the recording is available on the school website at royalhighschool.co.uk/presentations-recordings. All past parent information evening recordings are also archived there.

	Do we need a login to access the Padlet?
	No — the Padlet is open access, no login required. You can find it at RHS Padlet. We recommend bookmarking it as it is updated regularly.

	Courses & Pathways

	What is the difference between Maths and Applications of Maths?
	Both lead to recognised qualifications at National 5 level and beyond. Maths follows a more abstract, algebraic curriculum and typically leads toward Higher Maths and beyond. Applications of Maths is more practical and contextualised — focused on real-world problem solving — and is well-suited to pupils whose future pathways involve numeracy in practical settings. Both are valid and valued qualifications. For more detail, there is an earlier RHS presentation on this topic that can be found here.

	Dr Frost & Homework

	How should parents use Dr Frost with their child — for homework, revision, or practice?
	All three. For weekly homework, pupils log in and complete their set tasks — parents can sit alongside to offer encouragement. For revision, the topic-by-topic structure makes it easy to target specific areas before a test. For extra practice, pupils can self-assign tasks on any topic they want to strengthen. Hints and worked examples are built in, so it works well for independent use too.

	Will homework be done in jotters or on iPads?
	Both. Pupils should write their working in their maths jotter — showing full working is important exam practice — and then input their answers into Dr Frost. This allows us to analyse results and use them to inform our teaching.

	Can parents access Dr Frost or Teams from a home computer, or does it have to be through the child's iPad?
	Everything can be accessed on any device at home — laptop, phone, tablet, or desktop. Teams and OneNote require your child's school Office 365 login, and Dr Frost uses their Dr Frost login. The iPad is convenient for school use, but the same logins will work on home devices too.

	If a child is stuck on work at home, what is the best way to get help?
	Teams is the first stop — each day's lesson links directly to worked examples and notes in Class Notebook. Dr Frost also has built-in videos and guides for each topic, and the Zeta Maths textbook includes worked explanations at the start of each chapter. If your child cannot find what they need, encourage them to speak to their teacher or contact the department — and do let us know if something is missing from Teams so we can update it.

	Assessment & Revision

	Two weeks is not much time to prepare — can revision materials be shared 4–5 weeks before a test?
	Assessment dates for the full year are shared on RHS Padlet  at the start of the session as part of each course plan, so parents and pupils have advance notice from day one. Revision materials, homework, and low-stakes check-ups run throughout the year — there is always extra work available beyond what is completed in class, so revision can be ongoing. The two-week notice refers to when teachers will explicitly focus on final lead-in revision. Where possible, we will continue to share these final resources as early as we can.

	Assessment materials feel spread across multiple places — could everything be in one document?
	We appreciate this feedback. In aiming to provide resources for a wide range of abilities, we recognise that the volume of material can feel overwhelming. Each test has a short revision guide listing the key topics, and pupils have found hyperlinked index pages particularly useful for navigating resources quickly. We will continue to build on this approach across more of our courses and classes.

	Where can we find dates for planned tests and which topics are covered when?
	A comprehensive course calendar — covering all topics and assessment dates for the full year — will be shared on RHS Padlet shortly. This will give a clear overview for every course.

	Support & Extra Help

	What school support is available if a child needs extra help? Would they need private tuition?
	There is a Homework Hub that runs in school, and after-school revision sessions are organised at key points in the year — these will be advertised on Teams and Padlet when available. Most teachers also welcome pupils at break or lunch for help where they are free to do so. If you are considering private tuition, it may be helpful to speak to your child's class teacher or the Head of Department for advice first.

	What are the biggest skill gaps you see in S3 pupils moving into S4?
	The two most common areas are written communication in maths and the ability to connect different skills when solving problems — particularly as pupils move towards exam-style questions that require choosing the right approach. Pupils can work on written communication by using the teacher-modelled examples in OneNote and Teams as a benchmark for their own working. Building problem-solving confidence is something we are actively developing through our courses and teaching approaches.

	How much independent practice is expected in S3, and does that increase in S4?
	Dr Frost homework sets a minimum level of practice for all pupils, covering core skills for their level. However, pupils working towards National 5 — and especially those aiming for Higher in S5 — should be doing additional work beyond this. That extra practice is available through Class Notebook, the Zeta Maths textbooks, revision resources on Teams, and Dr Frost's independent study mode, where pupils can self-assign questions and access past paper problems.

	Staffing

	Will S2 pupils keep their current maths teacher in August, or will classes change?
	We always try to minimise disruption and keep the same teacher with the same class where we can. However, with a large department — including part-time staff, and some changes to staffing this summer — we cannot guarantee every class will remain the same. What we can commit to is a consistent approach to learning and teaching across all classes, so your child's experience should remain familiar regardless of any changes.



General Feedback
Recording access: Several parents joined late due to work commitments. Please note the recording is available at royalhighschool.co.uk/presentations-recordings and will remain there for future reference.
Revision resources: Feedback noted that revision materials can be hard to navigate across multiple locations. We will continue to improve how resources are signposted and organised.
For anything specific to your child, please contact the Maths department directly by email.
